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Caiambia
Suspected CIA front attacked

\'I"‘

“A mnlnam,wmg of Colombaa s urban guernlla Apnl 19 Move»-*~
~ment (M-19) execyted a U:S. linguist accused of working for the+"}
£IA March 7. The: linguist, Chester Bitterman, had been kid=%]
Fimaped by M-19 six weeks eartier, during an unsuccessful atrempt

'fto ciipture the local director of the bible trafslating orgamzanon :

“ithey worked for, the:Summer Institute of.Linguistics (SIL)..

"2 M-19"had ‘offered to -spare Bitterman’s liferon the condmon

i:that SIL-stop_ working in Colomb:a The institute has 209 em-~
ployn:s workmg amoug more than a score of md:genous lndmr~~

\\\\\\

¢ nymg.!hat it-had any‘connecnon with the CIA. wi
% ‘The:latest. canfrontation. between M<19 and SIL is the con-

tinuation of a‘controversy that began in 1962, when SIL firstcon- ¢
 tragted-with the Columbian authorities toundertake linguistic stu- |
“dies and: propaganda. programs among isolated communities that °
- had not been assimilated into the Spanish-speaking culture. e

=::: Fronrthe beginning, SIL was accused of aiding in'the destruc-

- tion.of mdtgenous cultures and’ penctratmg commmunities that
ithe.Colombian govermment could not pacify. The ¢ criticisms were
greatlymtenslﬁed in-1970 whven SIL coilaborated in suppressing
<a, guerrila swuggle of the Guehibo Indians by providing the po-
‘hce»and «army -with: communications ‘equipment and assustnncc

d: ptopngmdtzmg against the guerrilla fightets. =7 -7+

; IL's-work in Colombia is only a:small part of their opera
> tions; which:emptoy-4000 people in 36 third world countries-and
"in' Native American-communities in.the U.S: Thc organization
mheav:ly involved i in anam before the defeat of U.S. forces -
- theredn 1975~ JONATHAN BENNETI‘
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